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THE BITUATION.

With the exception of a few reconnoitering ex-
Curaivns in the viciuity of Fairfax Court House,
B0 movements have faken placein the Army of the
Yotomac.

Afairs are progressing admirably in Tennesses
Rnd Keatacky. Our vietories in these States are
dikely to be followed up with the same activity on
Bue part of onr generals which schieved the suc-
©ea4es at Fort Henry and Mill Spring.

{ We iearn from Cincinnati that General Wilson's
Biviaion left New Haven, Ky., on Thuradsy, and
Bdvanced to Green river, above Munfordsville.
e advance of General Thomas, after dispersing
Bz vebels at Mill Spring, had got as far south as
Montizello, but owing to the coadition of the roads
eonid proceed no further for the present.
e capture of the bridge on the Ohio and
Memphis Raflroud by our troops, after the surren-
Ber of Fort Henry, is in the main corroborated by
p d=apatch received at headquarters from Genersl
ltack yesterday, stating that our troops hud
m2diately procesded up the river in the direc-
Eion of the bridge, sisteen milee distant from
Frt Heory, and demolished all the batteries of
1o roie's in thelr roate.  Recent intelligence from
Ciae v " “'ites that the rebel infantry at Fort
Hanry 1| -handoned in their fight thonsands of
Bhol g i and all their camp equipage and clothing.
Mo pursuing the flying rebels Major MeCul-
Bougle, of the cavalry, captored six guns, and Col.
Yohn A. Logan got possession of eight gunsand
$hirty-three prisoners, Gen. Grant, who is ad-
waacing on Fort Donelson, had arrived at Dover
i its ‘mmediate vicinity, yesterday.

By the arrival of the steamer Eastern State at

Forireas Monree on Friday from Hatteras, w:
have later intelligence of the Burnside expedi-
Biva.  The feet left their snchorage at the
finiet on Wednesdsy morning—the gunboat-
Btartug at sunrise and the ships and troops
foliowing soon after. Their destination wos
botieved to be Roancke Island. The feet
Es said to consist of eighty-four vessels. We give
$o-day some highly interesting accounts of th
ptate of affairs on board the fieet from our special
torrsspondent.
VA portion of General Butler's expedition, coi-
Bisting of the ships Ocean Pearl, Idaho and Nortl
America, with troops and stores on board, sailed
.0 Hoaton yesterday for Ship Island.

Our news from the Soutliern journals is interest-
fing to-day., We have received the Norfolk [
Book and the Richmond Ermminer of the 5th inst.
with other Southern papers. The Richmond E.-
@miner has an editorial grow! at the hesitaney o
European Powers in not recognizing the rebel con-
Qederacy, It says:—" It must be confessed that
foreign governments have shown a tame spirit
En their treatment of the American war. They have
@llowed themselves to be defied by the Yanke:
o verament with an insolence and arrogance whicl:
©ould hardly have been expected in such haughty
Powers.” The writer then goes on to speak of the
Liogal federal blockade of the Southern ports
Rlios preventing the South from obtaining wpphl-;
pi arms, while the North is permitted to drav
v mited qunutiu from Europe. He say«

Tive us the same sapply of these munitions with

v enemy and we will engage in three months to
namm whole aspect of the war; instead of
Bteading on the defonsive we should earry the war
Woto Alrica.”

. The same paper hos & long article on the pio

d direct tax of our government. It thinks in

is» measure the North is about to Le put to the

M_ It says:—"It ia & tax which the, enemy can.

pot pay. The people would not if they could
Wue collection of itis & double impossibility.””

The subject of enrolling free negroes into the
i tary servioe of Virginia came vp in the House
P! Deiogates in thet Btate on the dthinst. Vo
gious propositions were made as 10 the term ol
Wervios to be exacted and the manver in which the
WBarollment should be performed. In the course o/
B¢ debiate on this subject, Mr. Rives safd—'"If it
Were in kis power, he wonld convert them all (free
Bouroes) into slaves tosmorrow,'

Thers apposrs 1o be a division of opinion among
Bue rebels In regard 1o the responsibility of thelr
Percat at Mill Bpring. Ceneral Crittenden, the
Blie! in that affair, s scverely oriticised by
@ome of the rebel papers. The Nashville Po
hb,f ‘sayy t=t' b9 wae only drutik
Ml had been bonght by federal gold A
pondent of the Memphls Awvalancic =«
Il[r_ 141, 700 E“‘ goarcesly nass alung !
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crowds upon the streets—for Nashville haa &
goodly altsndance on her streets at preaant—with-
ont heasng the commanding officor charactarised
a3 a ‘dr notorious sot,’ ‘sold our brave
soldiers for B40,000," ‘death is too good for him,'
and more of & worse tenor."”

At the last pooounts he was, with lug demoralized
rebel soldiers, at Gainesboro’, Tenn., oae handrad
milen from the late battle fiald of Mill Spring, sad
twonty miles south of the Tennesase border.

Major General Gideoa J, Pillow Las again as-
‘ixings,’’ by withdrawing his

akard,’

sumed his war
realgoation.

The rehels are erectiog more fortifioations near
Nocfolk. They advertise in the Norfolk Day Bool
for ons Linndrad laborers to work thereon. They
are got particular whether the applicants are
“ireemen or Alaves,”

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS.

The steamahbip Niagara, which left Liverpool on
the 25th, and Queenstown on the 26th of January,
is now fully dus ot Halifax on her voyage to Bos-
ton. The Niagara will bring European news two
daya later than that rece! b:ﬁ.q H‘m b
The steamers after the

on the 23th, and the Etoa, from Queeustom on
the 30th ultimo.

The Senate of our State Legislatare was not in
asasion yvesterday. The Assembly, however, held
a short session, during which favorable reporta

were made on the billa authorizing the lease of
portions of the Battery for Staten Island ferry slips;
ineorporating the New York Universalist Conven-
tion and the Blind Mechanics' Association, and for
the extension of streets of this city to the bulk-
head lines in the East and North rivers. The Com-
mittes of Waysand Msans reported the Annual Ap-
propriation bill; also the bill to publish the official
cunvasa in the State paper only, Notice was given
of abill for licensing ballast lighters in thia port.

The bill to close Manhattan square was sent back
to the committes, for further consideration. A

somewhat lively discussion was indulged in over a
resolution to graat the use of the Assembly cham-

ber for a politico-religions discourse by a reversnd

geatleman. The resolution was defeated, and the

House adjourned to Monday evening.

We learn by the sloop-of-war Savannal that the
refenne Cutter Henrietta, Lisutensnt Commanding
Bennett, - hence, arrived at Port Roya! om the
ATth ult.

Captain Botsworth., of the schooner Addie
E. Barnes, which arrived yesterday from St.
Johns, Porto Rico, says that om the 2d instant,
when in latitude 52 34, longitude 72 45, he heard
heavy firing to the westwurd. At the time there
were a ship, a bark and a schooner in sight. Sup-
posing one of them might be a privateer, Captain
Betsworth hauled up on his course to get clear of
them, when the schooner stood for him until he
Fan her out of sight,

Among our telegraphic intelligence from Wash-
ington will be found the substance of an interest-
ing letter, written by the Secretary of the Trea-
sury to the Gommittee on Ways and Means, vio-
dicating the course of the Treasury Department
relative to the Printing and engraving of bank
notes.

Some of the Cauada papers say that the Ameri-
cans, in carrying on the present war, must not fall
haek upon English precedents as a justification for
their acts, becanse of the long time that has inter-
vened. The blocking up of the harbor of Savan-
nah, by the sinking of British vessels, which re-
main there to this day, was right in 1779; but for
the Americans to do the same thing with their
own vessels, in 1561, is barbarously wrong. In
other words, they intimate that we must not do as
England hasdone, but we must do as England dic-
tutes,

Thirty-seven of the [linois regimenta ave com-
manded by democrats, and twenty-aix hy republi-
cAna.

We have received later advices from Utah; but
the crowded state of our columns precludes our
publishing our special corresponidence to-day.
Meetings are still being held for the purpose of
obtaining State rights in the place of those apper-
taining to the poasition of & Territory, and Brigham
Young is busily engaged in furthering that object.
The boya of Hartford bave a “high old time" at
coasting, either on sleds or skates, on their park.
the solid crust on the suow sustaining them oun its
snrface. They start from the brow of the hills
near the college, and their terminns is near the
jail—a rather unpleasant place to bring up at, but
a long slide. l..nrge numbers of spectators daily
witneas this invigorating sport of %he lads. Tbe
consting ground of New York city is at the Central
Park, but does not terminate, like that of Hartford,
at the jail. [t is well patronized by the boya.
Judge McCunn yesterday denied the motion of
Mr. Blankman for u stay of proceedings in the case
of [, Cliarles Cobel, indicted for producing an
ahortion. hot only convicted of a misdemeanor. At
the request of counsel, sentence was postponed (of
alew doys.  Patrick Kane, resident of the Sixth
word, pleaded guilty to an assanlt and battery
upon officer Rierdan on election day. The ity
Judge called for & certilicate of character, where-
npon ex- Alderman Barry prononneed it good.  He
was fined ten dollars. and, not having so mach
“vhiange' about him, the ex-Alderman Kindly step-
ped forward, and learlessiv met the demands of
the law.  Thomas White, 2 genteel looking youug
nun, who was indicted for the murder of Thomes
J. Coglan, w waiter at the St. Nicholus Hotel, and
who pleaded guilty last month te manslanghter in
the third degree, was bronght ap for sentence. 1t
will be remembered that Coglan was & voluntesr
in the Sixty-nioth regiment, and that while White
was intoxicated he gave him & fatal stah with a
knife. The City Judge addressed s few approprs
ate obmervations to the prisoner. remarkiog that he
had deprived the commupity of » good citizen apd
had committed @ great erime. I was not, how-
ever, he thooght, so much the resalt of depravity
as of excitement produced by liguor.  The highest
penalty the law allowed waa given, which is inpris.
onment in the State prison for four vears
Accounts [rom the peach growiog districts of
New Jersey represent the prospect for a goad vrop
next seanon as unusnally fattering.

Captain Hyde, of the United States revanue cut-
tar Tiger, to whom the preas of this city are indeht.
#d for many favors, ltas been ardered to Boston for
duty.

The report of the New Jersey Pilot Commisnion-
wrn shows thet during the wonth of Junuary the
New Jersey pilots brought sixty-eight vessels loto
the port of New York, and took sixty-three out.
Fifty-four vessels were bonrded out of sight of land
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The Vote om the Treasury Wote Dill—
Secessionism and Abolitionism Umn-
masked.

The spleadid majority of thirty-four votes, by
which the Treasury Nota bill passed the House
on Thursday last, is most gratifying to the conser-
vatire sentiment of the country. 'We have nol
doubted that the bill would pass; butsoe large &
majority in a very full Honse waa unexpected
There can now be no guestion thal the passage
of this firat meusure of the financial programma
of the government will be followsd by equally
decisive votes in favor of the Tax bill, the Bank
Currency bill, the Loaa bill, the Banking bill
and other financlal measures prapared or pro-
posed by the government. We bope that all of
them, and particularly the Tax bill, will be
brought up for action immediataly.

In the vote upon the Tremsury Note bill we

discern a new division of parties. It has been
explicitly atated, and was well undarstood by
the members of Congress, that a vote sgainst
this financial measure was a vote agalnst the
government itself. It was clearly apparent to
the dullest comprehenslon that the war could
not go on without money. Congress had heen
informed by Secretary Chase himsalf that the
Treasury was ocompletely empty. There m
no other practicable H
way propesed—by ﬂh Money
readily, 80 speedily and so safely raised as by
this bill. It was expressly understood ihat
aftor this bill relisved the pressing and imme-
diate necessities of the government the Tax
bill should follow to provide ample security
for the payment and means for the redemption
of these Treasury notes. From these factsno
deduction is more simple and logical than that
a vobe againat this bill waa a vote to oripple the
government, to deatroy our army end navy, to
ruin the country and to aid the rebels. The
Treasury was empty, and without monsy the
wheels of government must stop; the Trea-
sury waa empty, and without money the war
lacked its very sinews, and our armies were
transformed into collections of thousands of
dissatisfied, needy and mutinous government
creditors; the Treasury was empty, and with-
out money all our government manufactories
must cease work, and thousands of laborers be
left idle; the Treasury was empty, and without
money the government was powerless, and must
lie, bound hand and foot, and strangled into
ayncope by its pretended friends, at the mercy
of Jeff. Davis and his rebel horde; the Treasury
was empty, and the passage of this bill waa the
only feasible way to replenish it and aver!
theae disasters. The country kaew all this,
and there is not the slightest doubt that Con-
gress appreciated it. On the affirmative side
of this vote, therefore, we find the reprosenta-
tives of the comservative, loyal sentlment of the
country. But whom, thea, do we flnd upon the
negative side !

We find woting aegainst the bill o

moat singnlar and dmogerons  coalition

of avowed secesslonists and avowed
abolitionists. Sprinkled among them are one
or wo men, like Erastus Corning, of

New York, whom we are as surprised and sorry

to see in such company as we are surprised and

glad to see Thad. Stevens, of Pennsylvania,
standing honestly by bhis country, and voting
with the conservatives for the bill. Mr. Corn-
ing is only the representative of the defunct

Albany Regency, snd his business firm fur-

nished the bardware bread and cheese which

confiding Cummings sold to the government for
army stores. He was a member, also, of the

Peace Convention.and perbaps the scent of

that ancient body clings to him still. But,

pussing Corning by as doubtful, we find seces-
sionism and abolitionism cheek by jowl in this
negative vote on the bill. May, of Maryland—

a secessionist by his autecedents, his declara-

tions and his policy—voles “ nay.” with Owen

Lovejoy, of Illinois, an abolitionist of the

blackest dye. Of course Vallandigham votes

negatively, for his vote is a2 sure to go against
the government aad in favor of the rebels
as the sun i« to rise. With Vallandig-
ham votes Richardsou, of Mlinois. Morrill,
of Vermont, goes with Thomas, of Mary-
land ; Potter., of Wisaconsin, strikes hands
with Mallory, of FKentucky: and so on,
through the whole list, open secessionists
and violent aholitionists ran  in  couples
and work in leans againsl the govern-
ment and the country, and in favor of the
Southern confederucy. But from whom else
could we expect such trensonable voles (han
from such advocates of treason in ita two
dendliest forms? This. then, is the resalt of
those secret abolition and secret secession
cancuses of which we bave before informed
our readers. This, then, is the namasking of
that batiery againal the Union which has been

80 long prepariog.

It is well we know our friends now and onr

foes. It in well that we can estimate precisely

the strength and the weakness of the tressona
ble opposiion in Congress. Under other cir-
gumstances it would hardly be a fit subjecs for
congratulation that the conservatives are the
moat powerful. and that the vote npon this bill
shows tha! tha government can carry all its
financial messures: for Heaven knows that, ina
crisis like this, there shonld be no opposition
at all, but that all shonld work harmoniously
togetlier for the salvation of the Union. But
wo wade in deep waters during these perilous
times, and even so monrnful & tiomph s &
thousand times betier thana defeat.  The large
mujority for the bill, therefore, will encourage
the sdministeation, the army, the navy and the
country, sod in two months time we shall
have such = ernshing grip upon this rebellion
that no European interference or schemes of

Northern rebels can =ave it from sonibila-

tion. Till then let  us  rejoice  thet the

dinbolical minority of Congress, like the fansti-
enl elements they represent are so weak, though

50 desperate: and lat the people mairk wilh

their deepest contempt aud loathiug, st bome

or abroad, in privaie or political life, the em-
bryo Congressional traitors who voted in favor

of Jdeff. Davis. snarchy and dfsanion, and
against the Treasury Note bill
A Puornsr s His Dws Cotsipy.—We see

by the Toronto Leader that there is some idea
of giving Ball Run Russell a public dioner in
that city. Wo are glad of it Tt will fulsify
the nugrateiul proverh l.bli Ym0 man o pro.
photin hit own conntry.” We learn fucther that
the London Times man is not goiog back io Eng.
His chapter of predictions on ihe war i
incomplete, and e returns Lo Washington o
This will be gratifying newa 1o

resume Lhet
the oomic papera.  His vaticinations have
heoan the only stock o Leo :
hadl o lroe upon  AMoa b
* 1 campaigning aad the “Li
%

The Robe! Stronghold of Columbus, om
the Mislssippl Hiver,

Wa prasent our readem to-dsy, from several
fatelligent sources, s very important map of the
rebel atronghold at Columbua, Kentuoky, to-
gether with an intereating atatement concerning
that locality sud the rebe! army thers from Mr.
Leonard Denis late s drill sergosnt in that
oamp by compulaion, but now in this cily, after
# luoky csoape from e rabel guardhouss and
wilitary sxeoution,

From our wmap, and from the teatimony of
Mr. Dants, It will be saen that the rebela have
been working like beavoers since their Aral oo-
cupalion of Columbus last summer to make it 4
regular Sebastopol. On the commanding blufls
which furm the laft bank of the river above and
below the town for five or six miles they
have oracted s succession of heavy batte-
riea to sweop the river sod the opposite
@at ahore ; they bave stretohed across tho
stroam sovoral strong and masslve obains,
supporiing numerous submarine batteries or
torpedoes to blow up our guaboats; and they
have below these chains several guuboats and
the famous turtle or sleam ram of the re-
doubtabla Captain Hollina. So much for the
river and the river front. 1 th g 1
‘E?. the rgbel oauip of forty, or
aixty thousand wen, supporied on its right by
the wing of a rivor battery, and by  line of
rifle pits, on elevated ground, of néarly two
milea long. In his raar General Polk hpg pro-
vided againat a surprize by the consbruction of
soveral powerfil earthworks, and on his laft
flank 4» haa three or four redoubts and bat
teries of a still more formidable character, and
a line of rifla pits to protect the vailroad which
bere comes in from Bowling Green. Alto.
gether, it i3 probable that, in this extensive and
elaborate system of deferices, Columbns is sur-
pounded by over gne hundred pisces of ariil-
lery, mostly of heavy oalibre, many rifled, and
with three one hundred and twenty pounders
in the moat commanding position.

The nature of the ground coversd by these
works is another element of strength, They
oceupy a sort of terrace, elevated (rom tweive
to seventy-iive feel above the surrounding fat
and gwempy country. We may thus form an
approximate idoa of the patural and artificial
streagth of Columbus, and of the importance
which Lhe rebeds attach to its continued ocoupa-
tion by their troopa to the end of the war, if
possible. We think, howevar, that, with all
these vast and formidable and defensive preps-
rations, they have only been shuiting them-
selves np inn trap. Their army of forty or
fifty thousand men, or more, is fed from day to
day by the supplies which it receives from be-
low by way of the river, and from the interior
of Tennessee and Keutucky by the Bowling
Green Railrond. That road having heen seized
by our troops at the crossing of the Teanessee
river, the rebel comp a®Columbus is even now
reduced to the river channel for the roeans of
subsistence.

We aro satisfled, too, from the manner in
which our gunboats stoed up te their work in
short range of the guns of Fort Heory, that
thosa boats can snap the chains of the Misais-
sippi, and run the gauntlet of the batteries at
Columbus, snd take a position below which
will efectually blockede the river. This done,
three or four days will bring Columbus to a
capitnlation; for we do not suppose that, push-
ed to the uttermost, the rebe! army there can
louger subsist upon ita provisions on Inﬁ
The place §s doomed, and with its fall the
whole line of the Mizsissippi river will be
opened to our gunboats; for upon this plea
the journals of New Orleans are nrging cein-
forcements to Columbus and additional bat-
teries for its defence, forgettimg that it can be
cut off below and in the river from its supplies,
and can thus be quickly starved into aubmis-
sion.

Tak CorrogarioN AND THX NEw:parkps.—I(n
reply to a resolution of inquiry, the Comptrol-
lor informed the Common Council, on Thurs-
day evening, that during the year 1861 the
city had expended the sum of $70,350 for Cor.
poration advertlsing, and gave the following as
the principal items of this pice little expendi-
ture:—

Daily News. .. ... ooovananinen. S12,483
Express.. ... : PR T
Commercial Advertiaer,, . TAn
Evening Poat. 5,484
Traneeripl ... HRUY S

Totnl #6160

Where the remainder of the saventy thon-
sand dollars has gone it is impossible to say;
but we can form some ides of how it is wasted
by an analysis of the items with which we are
favored. The Daily News wos a paper of litile
eirculation and svowed secession sentiments, und
died long befove the close of the year 18G1; vet
we find it druwing some thonsands of the publie
money. The Erpress named above is the morn-
ing Espress. which never bwd any cirenlation
to speak of. and has long since deceased. 'Vle
Conmmercial Advertiser and Evening FPost are
jonrnala of very small ciremlation, and are
seldom vead exeopt by their own contri
butora. OFf the Transeript we never heard
until this report of the Comptroller, and upon
diligent inquiry we find it to be u paper which
in given away, aud it bas, thevefore, really and
legally no cirenlation whatever
Yot upon such papers as these, which alto-
gether, at their besi times, did not circnlate
more than ten thousand oopies, nearly filty
thonzand dollars were thrown away, aad
twenty thousand more are devoted (o thesuste-
nance of a pavcel of weeklies, of douhtful mo.
rality wnd of hurdly sny cirenlation. Now, for
leas than balf the money, the Hirivp would
linve given the Corporation advertisemenis the
wiide publicity of its daily issue of one hundred
thousand copies. and thus saved to the city an
immense amount of woney and trouble, and
given the ndvertisements a real instead of & pre.
teaded publication. But the fact is that
the Common Councilmen do not wish the public
to see what they are about, and we conld aot
do them a worse service than to publish—as we
shall some day—a batch of their advertisements
in the Herarn, where they will ba knowa and
vead of all men. Therefore the Corporation
printing is concesled in these pelty papars, the
clty is swindled, sud u few haogers on at the
City Hall pockst seventy thoussod dollars of
the public funds
Bat becanse Common Counellmen * love

darkness ruther than light, beeausa their deeds
are ovil,” s that aoy reason why the public
should sodure this unserupulons fraud* We
think pot; snd if we are not very greaily mis-
taken. dovalopements soon to be made will
justify ua In our gpinion, and rid the city for
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Yan Wyok's Famous Speech Upom Gov-
ernment Frauds.

The anticipated speach of Representative Van

Wyck, Chairman of the Congressionsl Select

Committee on Government Contracls, waa

delivered in the Houwse on Friday lust,
and is published in full in our news
columnag this morning Our readers will

find it & condensad, unauswerable, scath-
ing exposare of some of the rocent famous
frauds upon the government ; and whetber ns o
terso statemont of undeniable facts, or an elo-
quent summary of the results and couclusions
of the investigations of the Soleot Committee
on Contracts, it will attraot attention and repny
pernsal
In thia speech Mr. Van Wyck follows up the
astounding developoments of the commiltee’s
report; and in trath there s no department af
the government which needs closer or more
immediate attention, just at present, than tha!
of army and navy contracts. Every day brings
its now fraud and its new, unpunished criminal.
Mr. Van Wyok rehoarses Lnstances of eorrupiion,
which, sithough acarcely a mooth old, seem
trite and twice told, so mﬂ:mthayonr
Mowad by more resent discovories of mors
Ko fyindlings Ho tolls bR R s vory
war, while the Seventh regiment
wa3 marching on to Washington, the contract
frauds hogan by a swindle of $52,000 in the
purchase of two thonsand head of cattle in
Penosyivania, e narrates, #1ih minute de-
taila, the career of Conﬁdlns Cummings, of the
World, and the facts of his purchases of army
ale and porter, army hard bresd and cheese,
army straw hats and linen pantaloons, and nrmy
herrings and country butter. He repenls the
sad story of the charter of the Cataline, nad
shows how Cummings managed to purchase her
privato cargo with the government funds. The
Pennsylvania hoises, spavined, knock-kneed,
heavoy, glandered, wind-galled aad wflicted
with every disease lo which horseflesh is bLeir,
are next trotted out, and the manner of their
purchase and the style in which the govern-
ment, in one case alone, was robbed of 50,000,
are exposed. The system of contract broker-
age is then shown up, and $80,000 of govern-
uient money is traced to the pookets of a rela-
tiva of Secretary Welles, through agenciea
for ship porchases and tea table wsales
of condemned whalers, Secrelary Welles'
defence of his ocontractsa and countractors
is then splendidly riddled; and, with a
few {irenchant references to Hall's repur-
chased carbines, the MoKinstry frauds and
army transportation swindles, Mr. Van Wyck
concludes his expose, baving traced t' e ramifl-
cations of official corruption from Cabinet
officers to amateur volunteor purchasers of
ships, muskets and aray stores.

This record is o most sad and gloomy one;
but, though it reveals much, it suggests more.
The frauds exposed uink into insignificance
alongside of the frauds: hinted at but still con-
cealed. What are the Cataline and the wimling
ship swindles when contrasted with that enor-
mous crime which perilled the lives of thon-
sands of brave sold’ers and risked the success
of a costly expediton by supplying vossels
unfit, misrepresented, uscless and dangerous?
Unserviceable horses may be fraudulently =old to
the government; but the conntry loses only the
money paid for the diseased animals, and our
nnmounted cavalry troopers may do service on

foot; but if unseaworthy ships are loaded with
soldiers, the nation loses lives more precious
than gold, and has its hest enterprises blasted
and ruined. Confiding Cummings makes silly
bargains for army ule and porter, and fritters

money needlessly away; bat what ie his hlame
compared with that of those contractors who
supply water casks fluvored with ofl, camphene

and kerosene, subjecting our brave troops to
the perils of thirst or the poogs of nauseous

and unrefreshing draughts in the midst of o terri-

ble storm, when drinking water was slmost as vi-
tally necessary asair? Wholesale robbery is had

enough in itsell; but when it accomplishes its

criminality through the means of wholesale
murder there ia no word in any langusge atroug

enough to stigmatize its infamy ns it deserves.

Rebels and traitors who meel our soldiers face
to face in the open field, and stand the chances
of shot and bayonet, or even bushwhacking vil-
luins, who from some secret covert amsesai-
nate the defenders of the Union, are brave, re-
spectable and worthy of high estimation when

comparad with these patriots who polson the
water of onr expeditions, and send troops off to
wen in crazy ships, useful only as coffins for che
hrave fellows embarked npon them.

Therefore, we say that the feauds expos-
ed are trivial i comparison to those yet
undi=closed, and we  should think  that
the swindles upon our  government,
from the beginning of the war up to this
date, huve amounted to the anormous sum of
fitty raillions of dollars. We must expect to
he lectured npon this subject not only by the
vebe! journals, but by the press of aristocratic
Europe: and certainly onr friends and enemies
could. have no Better text for their assanlts
Ancoln’s government” and demociatic
institations, It may be some consolation. to
onr readers to Know. however, that rebels and
Buropeans. who fling stones a1 us, themselves
live in houses of the very thinnest glass, Al-
ready the rebel jonrnals are grambling at the
vast {frawds conneeted with their civil and mili-
tary administrations. In  England, Fraace.
Runssia. Austrinand all othey Earopean King-
doms, governmental swindliag is carried to a
much greater axcess than it s ever heen, or
will ever be, in this country. The only differ-
ence ia that in Earope these matters are hushed
up as long as possible, and when exposed arve
followed Ly the condign punishment of the

upon <1

swindlers. [n  this ocontry. on the con,
trary. we reveal all our corruplion, but
seldoin  ponish  its  wnthors.  lnmedistely

after ‘the close of the Crimean war immense
army frmds were discovered In Rossia, and the
offenders ure now expiating theie crimes amid
the oternal snowes of frigid Siberia.  [n England
and France, whenever a rathole of this sort is
discovered, an ofeial plants bimeell before it
and scroens it from public observation until the
clamor about it has subsided, or the vermin is
killed. Here every one cries * Kat! rat!"
all hands join to unearth the guawer ut the
Treasury, and, having discovered him all allow
him lo escape.

Upon the whole we prefer the honest bue and
ery of our own country to the reticence of Eure-
poarns. Bat would it not be well for us lo adopt
the Europesn idess in ragard to (he punishment
of government awindlers®  There is not the
slightest question bnt that if some of the frauds
Mr Vin Wyok exposes had ocourred In Europe

the o ul;p parting would loong siuce hinve heon
(ried and | Why should

i ratail
‘ b nok g v e Inde iord allon!
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which we are not yet at liberty Lo publish—in
regard Lo wwindles connected with our pavsl
expeditions, should prove true, we have strong
Lopes thas, before long, the matters will be in
vesligaled, and the perpetrators will be dis
covered, brought to trial and deservedly oon-
demnod on charges of swindling aud embaesle
menl.

Tun Covepmnsrs Cumrenor—Wa have es
ceivad a coupls of apecimens of the brows
paper shinplasters now ourrent in the so-called
Sounthern confedaracy, and we give fac similes
of them for the benefit of our renders:—
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chaage of t?eq:o?h?;my made
that we have constant reports of refusals to ve’
enlist in the rebel army; for'the soldiers are
pald in such money aa these shinplasters, and
are in oo burry to do double sorvice for such
pay. With thess specimens before us, we can
better appreciate the patriotism of that rebel
regiment of Mississippians who, it is said, tore
up the notes handed to thom, declaring thal
they did not fight for money; for such money
they doubtless meant; and tearing it up wea
about the best thing they could do with it.

The opponents of onr issue of Tressury
notes contend that they will degrade our
‘currency to the same level as that of the
South. On the contrary, when the Tax
bill is passed, and the government is thus
enahled to pay promptly in apecie the im-
tereat on its bonds, our national notes will
have a firm specie basis, and be more reliable
than those of any of our banks. Thus far there
has heeu no noticeable deficiency of specie at
the North; and, if thers should be aay, Posi
Office stamps Would be a far better substitute
for small change than these ahinplasters.

Jerr. Davis avp His Frae ov Truor.—It ie
staled that the Bag of truce from Jeff, Davia
the other day covered a notice and s warning
to the government at Washington that if Gen.
Halleck should proceed to the execation of any
of the convicted rebel bridgeburnmers of Mis
souri, as he has promised, Joff. Davis will reta-
liate by the hanging of Col. Corcoran mad some
others of our brave soldiers now held by the
rebels as prisoners of war. One would supposa
from this thut the rebel leaders regard: the klll-
ing bridgeburners as an outrageous aot of ber-
barity; but their own acts are against them. In
East Tennessee they bave applied the penaliy
of death by hanging to perhaps not less thaa o
score of Union men, charged with or suspected
of the crime of bridgebarning, snd some of
these victims they have hung up in chains, afier
the barbarous English fashion of two hundred
years ago. Gen. Halleck, on the other hand.
bas given a fair trisl to the rebel bridgeburn.
errof Missouri in his handa, according to the
ruley, articles and Iaws of war, sud, as these
men have been found guilty, they are to be shot.

The insolence, therefore, of Jeff. Dwvis, with
his thrests of retalintion:agsinst regulsr prison-
ers of war, for the legul’ military pumishmoeat
of spieasnd incendiaries, is without eshadow
of justification. President Lincoln would have
the same excuse for the hanging of some-of the
North Carolina rebel soldiers held as prisoners
of war in' Fort Warreq, in retaliation for the
summary and barbarons execution of Uaion
men in East Tennessee, accused of bridgeburn-
ing in order te break off the railroad commani-
cations of the-rebel armies in that quarter. This
threat of Jeffl Davis, however, is in keeping
with the savage instructions of Cobb and
Toombs to the women and children of Georgia,
to burn their own honses over their heads; and
their goods and means of subsistence, andire-
treat into the swamps to perish, in order thmt
our advancing armies may be “invited into:a
desert more terrible than Saharn” When a
gang of rebellious conspirators are driven:te
such extremitiea i€ beconies evident to all the
world that their reign of presumption; fobly
snd ferocity is drawing to an ignominious end.

Tux Frexca Privegs.—The recent visit. ot
the Comte de Paris-and the Duc de Chartres-to
Niagara has given rise to the fdea that they
are about to quit this country. The fact of
their going there at this season of the year; in-
stead of in summer, suggested the notion that
the visit was one: that could oot be delayed-
This impression is a'mistaken one. The Princes
went to Niagara simply because they waated to
see the Falls under the imposing aspeet of
winter. They have no present idea of quitting
the country. Their position in the Army of the
Potomac is one so gratifying to. their feelinge
that they do no# intend to abandon it until the
war comes to % close. They are beloved by
both their superiors and subordinates for their
strict attention to their duties, their kind and
courteons demeanor and their gallsntry of
bearing. No.men in the army ave more anxious
t0 see active service or to flesh their swords in
the cause of the Union. The Duc de Chartres
distinguished  himself during the [ialian war
by his personal hravery and. modest, nnuasum-
ing demeaner. Since the two brothers have
been serving with the Army of the Polomac
the same qualities have inrariably distinguished
their condnct. We are greatly mistaken if tha
sympathy of these young Priaces with the
cause of freedom, both here and abroad, dues
not one dsy restore them to the position for-
feited Ly the weakness of their grandfather.

E

Tug Convrmion ov THE Srruwrs.—We ace sorey
to see that the warning of the Mayor, to the «ffeot
that it the conteactor failed in kesping ibe
streem clean. aceording bo the term= ol his con-
tract, the amownt whish would ba otherwise
due to him would not be paid, has produced no
efeot. The accumnlstions of ice and suow and
alish in the public thoronghlares ave fearful,
and the attempts made at cleaning are mero
mockeries. We suggest (hat it My, Huckley in
not alye to act in accordance with his promises
some new contract with some new party should
he made immedintely.  Our sireots in thelr pre
gent wtate are & disgrace o the city, sad it s
JiTgh time that the Corporation shonld waive al)
ceremony, and come to the point at once ns re

gards the Hackley contract. In any other coun
oy auch negloct of w apecified stipulation would
T ot ba tolegpatod
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